
the Iron in the Hat prize 

Emery took homeñif he 

wasnõt already, heõs defi-

nitely hooked on black-

smithing now!  

 

 

On a cold December 19th, 

the Guild visited Warwick 

Forge, hosted by Steve and 

Paula LaPaugh.  It was a 

great turnout, with many 

family and friends present.  

Our Iron in the Hat was  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

truly the òBest Ever.ó  We 

had many hand-made 

itemsñthanks to everyone 

for all the items you made 

and to Steve and Paula for 

being wonderful hosts.   

One of the highlights was  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next meeting is Sun-

day, January 16th at 

10:00 .  There are lots of 

boy scouts who already 

know something about 

blacksmithing, but they 

are anxious to learn more.  

Please come out, bring 

your forge if you have one, 

and help the next genera-

tion of blacksmiths get 

some hands-on experi-

ence.  Some of these boys 

will be lending a hand at 

the Gathering of the 

Blacksmiths (see page 2), 

so this is a great oppor-

tunity to help them.  Donõt 

forget Iron in the Hat!  

 

 

Location:  

Portsmouth Moose Lodge 

1400 George Washington 

Hwy 

Chesapeake, VA 23323  

Go to the new building in 

the back.  

December Meeting at Steveõs 
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January MeetingñBoy Scouts, Boy Scouts, 
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S p e c i a l  

p o i n t s  o f  

i n t e r e s t :  

¶ Mark your 

calendars 

for May 6-9, 

our first 

annual 

Gathering of 

the Black-

smiths. 

¶ Weõre on 

Facebook!  

Check us 

out.  
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Guild Handbook 

Scholarships 

Gathering of the BlacksmithsñMay 6-8 

Most of you have already 

heard by now that we are 

organizing the first annual 

òGathering of 

the Guildsó 

May 6-8 at 

the 

Southhampton 

County Fair-

grounds.   

Some high-

lights include 

Brian Brazeal, 

our feature demonstrator; a 

teaching center led by Ger-

ald Boggs; tailgating; gal-

lery; and many other de-

monstrators and events.  

We will need 

the help of 

all members, 

so make sure 

your calen-

dar is 

blocked off 

for that 

weekend, 

and look for 

sign-up sheets coming soon 

for ways to help.   

As a reminder, there will be 

free tent camping and a 

limited number of camper 

hookups. 

Cost for the entire weekend 

is $35 in advance, $10 extra 

for your spouse. 

 

After receiving a scholar-

ship, the funds have to 

be used within the next 

year.  In addition, you 

would need to write up a 

brief summary of what 

you learned, as well as 

share a demo of your 

new skills.  If you are 

Did you know our guild 

sponsors scholarships to 

help defray the costs to 

attend blacksmithing 

courses?  Scholarships 

are awarded in July and 

December, so be think-

ing if you want to apply.   

interested in applying, 

see one of the board 

members for details.  

Thanks to Dianne for updating 

our handbook.  Make sure  you 

look for one at the next meet-

ing.   

T i d e w a t e r  B l a c k s m i t h s  G u i l d  

Dues are Due! 
Reminderñif you havenõt 

already paid your 2011 

membership dues, please 

make sure you get your 

$25 payment to Joel.  

Mark your 

calendars!  

Under a spreading 

chestnut tree  

  The village smithy 

stands: 

The smith, a mighty 

man is he, 

  With large and 

sinewy hands; 

And the muscles of 

his brawny arms 

  Are strong as iron 

bands. 

        Longfellowñ

The Village Black-

smith  

http://www.cig.usa.canon.com/ph/OPA/aig/oDvjNZRCoJEolgYR7T03ks3kskXL010007153kskXLzCrL1wkN.jpg


Childrenõs Museum Holiday Demo 
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PartyñSaturday, 

February 26th, from 

9:00-4:00 (see more 

details next page).  

¶ Spring FlingñApril 

15-17th 

 

Mark your calendar for 

these upcoming black-

smithing eventsñcheck 

back in future newlet-

ters for more details as 

the date gets closer.  

¶ Dan Booneõs Pasture 

¶ Gathering of the 

BlacksmithsñMay 

6th-8th 

Blacksmithing jokes 

Upcoming Events 

 

An old blacksmith realized he was soon going to quit working so hard. He picked out a strong young 
man to become his apprentice. The old fellow was crabby and exacting. "Don't ask me a lot of ques-
tions," he told the boy. "Just do whatever I tell you to do." One day the old blacksmith took an iron 
out of the forge and laid it on the anvil. "Get the hammer over there," he said. "When I nod my 

head, hit it real good and hard." Now the town is looking for a new blacksmith.  

My friend bought a dog from a blacksmith.  As soon as he got it home, it 

made a bolt for the door.  

An Irishman goes to the blacksmith in search of a job. The blacksmith asks "Have you ever shoed 

a horse?" "No", replies Paddy, "But I've told a pig to go away." 


